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A Statement 


For some time there has been a growing 
conviction that the present agitation for or- 
ganic union is not only unnecessary — It 1s 
actually doing great harm to the real work 
of our church. 


Because of this conviction a group of elders 
has formulated a statement and presented it 
to some of the outstanding leaders in cur 
church, asking for their counsel, advice and 
cooperation. 


This statement is printed on the opposite 
page. 


Before presenting this to our church at 
large it has been sent to a few areas for fur- 
ther examination and comment. The results 
have been astounding. 


One elder secured the signatures of twenty- 
five officers in his city at the first conference. 
It was our intention to publish these names, 
as authorized. But, now comes a letter from 
another elder with 151 certified signatures 


from his Presbytery. Due to the great num- 


ber of individuals who are responding to the | 


sentiments expressed in this statement, it will 
be impossible to publish the names at present, 


as originally intended. This may be done | 
later. It is felt that the impact of thousands | 


of men having signed such a statement; men | 


who are honored officers in our church, will | 
go far to change the course of plans for or- | 


ganic union. 


Ministers, elders and deacons, along with 
the women of our church, are asked to sign | 


the statement on the opposite page and mail | 


in to H. B. Dendy, Weaverville, N. C. 


We are convinced that the overwhelming | 
majority of the church membership is oppos- - 
ed to organic union with other denominations, | 


feeling that as a separate, smaller and more | 
cohesive organization we can best fulfil our 
Christian obligation. 


This is in no way a reflection on our broth- | 
ers and sisters in Christ in other denomina-_ 


tions. Rather it is a realistic approach to the | 


work of the church. 
Cooperation — By all means. 


Organic Union — No. 


terian Journal, 


N. C., under the Act of March 3, 1879. Vol. XII, No. 28, 
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A Stalement! 


We, the undersigned, hereby go on record 
with reference to a matter of the gravest con- 
cern to our church and her work. 


lor many years each of us has given time 
and effort to the work of our church and we 
know something of the p:oblems involved in 
the proposed merger with the Presbyterian 
Church USA and the United Presbyterian 
Church. It is our sincere conviction that or- 
ganic union with these bodies is unwise and 
will do harm rather than good for the fol- 
lowing reasons: 


1. There are basic differences in policy 
and philosophy which reflect themselves in 


. the work of the three churches at home and 
) abroad. These differences will be extremely 


difficult to reconcile in the event of a merger. 


2. The records show that today our 
church is growing more rapidly, giving more 


) liberally and thus proportionately accomplish- 
/ ing more for the cause of Christ than the 


USA Church, which by reason of its size will 
become the controlling factor if union takes 
place. 


3. We are convinced that as separate or- 


| ganizations we can better promote the work 


of God’s Kingdom, just as separate churches 
in any given area can do more for the cause 
of Christ than they might do if they were 
organically united. 


4. There is no need of un-Christian com- 


petition, lack of comity or overlapping, and 
where this exists it can be eliminated without 
union. Qur organization can continue to 
function separately in mutual love, respect 
and cooperation. 


5. We believe that this continued agita- 
tion for union has been harmful to our church 
in that it has diverted time, money and ef- 
fort which could otherwise have been spent 
in advancing the work of the Kingdom. We 
feel that the time has come for us to unite 
among ourselves for this very purpose, for 
God in His love and grace has given us a 
great task to perform and His blessing in that 
task. 


Therefore, we would call upon the entire 
membership of our church—ministers, offi- 
cers and the laity—to join in a movement to 
have each presbytery and the General As- 
sembly to drop all plans for organic union 
with other churches, and at the same time to 
lay a renewed emphasis upon the program 
and confessional witness of historic Presby- 
terianism, of which we are a part. 


In this way we can hope to unite our own 
forces to meet the tremendous opportunities 
which face us at home and abroad, while we 
say to our brothers and sisters in Christ in 
other Presbyterian families, and elsewhere, 
that we love them and will continue to work 
with them in the fullest cooperation and har- 
mony wherever the interests of God’s King- 
dom so demand. 


NAME 


) Please sign and mail to H. B. Dendy, Weaverville; N.C. (Additional copies sent on request). 


ADDR'SS 
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“Peace With God” 
By Billy Graham 


Here is a book destined to lead many men and 
women to Christ. It is to be released by Doubleday 
& Company, November 14th and can be purchased 
in any book store. This office has already ordered 


a supply. 


The impact of this heart-searching and _heart- 
warming book is to make man see himself as he 
really is, to make him realize his own helplessness 
and to bring him face to face with Christ’s redeem- 
ing, transforming and keeping power. There are al- 
ready authentic reports of conversions among some 
who have read its. pages. 


This is destined to be a best-seller. The first 
printing of 75,000 copies was exhausted before the 
release date. One Book-of-the-Month organization 
has already selected it as its book for March. 


This editor takes a peculiar personal interest in 
this book; because of its mighty witness for Christ, 
and also because it is dedicated to our own Associate 


Editor, Dr. L. Nelson Bell. 


Incidentally, he did not know of this honor until 
the first copies arrived and we called his attention 
to it. We will go further and give you a family 
secret. Dr. Bell wired Billy as follows: “‘pb=EPLY 
TOUCHED AND PROFOUNDLY GRATEFUL FOR UN- 
DESERVED HONOR IN YOUR D DICATION OF BOOK. 
MAY GOD MIGHTILY USE ITS TESTIMONY. AFFEC- 
TIONATELY YOURS.” 


It is our conviction that here is a book God will 


mightily use. —H.B.D. 


*See Advertisement on back page. 


“The Mike Was On” 


Some two years ago a humorous incident startled 
an audience of some four thousand in the large 
Church in which a conference was taking place. The 
speaker, unceen to the engineer of the radio and 
public address system, was slow in making his open- 
ing remarks. The engineer, irked by the delay and 
failing to realize that his own microphone was cut 
in, remarked: “‘Go on, you old goat.’ One can 
imagine the startled reaction on the part of the 
audience, a tension relieved by a gale of laughter, 
in which the speaker himself joined. 


The engineer forgot that the “mike was on.” 


A few days ago another incident occurred: One 
of the nation’s best known news commentators was 
about to broadcast. The engineer thought he had 
delayed and in anger and disgust made a profane 
remark which went out over the net-work, super- 
imposed upon the commentator’s words. For this 
lapse the engineer was fired and the net-work’s 
president apologized to the commentator. 


The engineer forgot that the “mike was on.” 
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Humorous, or semi-tragic, these incidents but 
point up a truth all of us need to remember. Ee- 
tween man and God the mike is always on. Chris:’s 
words: “But I] say unto you, That every idle word 
that men shall speak, they shall give account thereof 
in the day of judgment.” 


Only too often we Christians sin against God | 


with words which are unbecoming as Christians and 
often completely dishonoring to our profession. 


The:e may be impure, profane, sacrilegious, suz- | 
gestive, cutting, unloving, unjust, untrue or in a_ 


hundred other ways far better left unspoken. 


By God’s grace and help let us always remember: 


—L.N.B. 


“The mike is on.” 


Do Three Sections In 
The Plan Of Unicn 
Pose A Threat? 


There are three sections in the Plan of Union © 
which seem to poze a threat against any ministers | 
v.ho may not go into the United Church. That is, | 


when the three separated sections are put together 
they have that appearance. If we are wrong, we 
invite correction in our interpretation of the Plan 
of Union. 


The section on pages 114-115 dealing with [| 
Church Government says in part: “The radical | 


principles of Pre byterian church government and 
discipline are . . . that a majority shall govern.” 
‘They (the church courts or assemblies) can call 


before them any offender against the order and gov- | 
ernment of the Church” and ‘“‘may exclude the con- | 
tumacious and impenitent from the congregation of | 


believers.” 


On page 189 the paragraph number 3 reads: 


“Administrative Discipline—Administrative disci- 
pline is the general and orderly exercise of ecclesi-— 
astical authority in the preservation of the whole | 


system of government of the Church.”’ 


The third section is found on pages 306-207, ; 


thus: 


“Joining Heretical Body—When a minister re- 
nounces the jurisdiction of this Church by joining | 
another denomination deemed heretical or schis- 


matic, he shall be deposed or excommunicated.” 


Now regardless of what may have been the in- | 
tention of our Committees or the Committees of the — 


three Churches in approving these sections, it seems 


probable that the United Church will act on these | 
sections much as the USA Church acted against | 
“The Presbyterian Church of America” or its two | 


components the Orthodox Presbyterian Church and 
the Bible Presbyterian Synod. That is, it seems 
likely that in order to minimize the number of mir- 
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is ers entering a Continuing Southern Presbyterian 
Ciurch, the United Church will declare such a 
bi dy schismatic. Accordingly, the Plan of Union 
wll then require that every minister joining such 
a body “shall be deposed or excommunicated.” 


Over against such a proposal we would remind 
the ministers and elders of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States that no such action was taken 
against the several ministers who did not abide by 
the decision of the ARP Church when that body 
voted against union. Several ARP ministers, some 
alone, others with parts of their ARP congrega- 
tions, came into the US Church and are now hold- 
ing important posts among us—in good and regular 
standing. We would also remind the pro-union 
brethren in the US Church that if the Plan of 
Union is voted down—as we expect it to be—we 
have no plans for deposing from the ministry or 
excommunicating any ministers who may not abide 
by the decision of the US Church voting such a 
union down. We do not plan to depose or excom- 
municate any ministers who insist on going into the 
USA or the UP Church even though our denomi- 
nation votes against such a union. Thirdly, we ask 
a careful consideration of the matter of the disci- 
pline of our ministry. There are reports of ministers 
highly placed who have been shielded and given a 
second chance even though they reportedly were out 
of step, not merely with the administration of the 
Church, but even with the Word of God. How will 
it fare with those who have guided the disciplinary 
administration of the Church, if they have to ex- 
plain how they tolerated departures from the Word 
of God, and tolerated those who did not abide by 
the vote of their denominations when those de- 
nominational votes were against union, but would 
not tolerate those who did not accept the vote of 
their denominational bodies when those bodies voted 
for union! God is no respecter of persons, and 
diverse weights and diverse balances are an abomi- 


nation unto him. (Prov. 10:10). —W.C.R. 


The Preaching Of The Cross 
Is Still The Power Of God 


Unto Salvation 


The Billy Graham evangelistic campaign which 
closed in Detroit on November Ist has been a living 
demonstration of the power of God in which He 
honored the preaching of His Word and in which 
again the power of the Holy Spirit was mightily 
in evidence. 


First of all, it brought together the evangelical 
churches in the Detroit area on the high basis of a 
united effort to revive Christians and win the un- 
saved to Christ. As a testimonial to this unanimity 
of purpose the Right Rev. Dean Weaver of St. 
Paul’s Cathedral (Episcopal), and one of the prime 
movers in the campaign, said: “Never before have 
the Christians of Detroit been able to sense of the 
vigness of the Church. Among other things the 
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Billy Graham Crusade has brought the Christians 
of Detroit together enabling them to see that ‘like 
a mighty army moves the Church of God.’ I know 
no man who has brought the Church together like 
Billy Graham.”’ 


We would like to give a detailed report of this 
Campaign but space forbids; particularly do we 
rejoice in the marked impact of Mr. Graham on 
the students and faculty of the University of Michi- 
gan where 4,500 sat in rapt attention as he preach- 
ed the simple gospel of man’s need and Christ’s re- 
demption ; of the same attention given him at Wayne 
University and Selfridge Air Force Base with defi- 
note commitments to Christ wherever he went. On 
October 25th he preached to 45,000 in Briggs Sta- 
dium with over 1000 going forward when the invi- 
tation was given. 


We will let a few of the cooperating ministers 
give their own impressions and reactions: 


“Billy Graham has been good for Detroit! He 
has sparked a spirit of unity and mutual apprecia- 
tion among divergent Christian groups in our city 
heretofore unattainable. He has reached the heart 
of church and civic leaders as well as the masses 
and made our community God conscious. Today 
thousands of our people are speaking freely about 
Christ, the meaning of deliverance from sin, and 
the benefits of a righteous life as a live topic, full 
of meat and meaning for modern everyday life. 
Churches have been stimulated to express anew the 
ever-pre-ent, urgent evangelistic note central to the 
Gospel itself. 


“A host of life-time Christians has been encour- 
aged to ‘dust-off’ their faith and to express with new 
boldness and effectiveness, a witness they have been 
inclined to hide under a bushel. Under God, De- 
troit has been helped by Billy Graham and his 
team.” 

Allan MacLachlin Frew, D.D. 
First Presbyterian Church. 
eee 


“First of all the value of the Billy Graham Cru- 
sade lies in the converts which have numbered more 
than six thousand in the first four weeks; secondly, 
the Lord uses Billy Graham in bringing great num- 
bers of Christians together which gives them the 
scope of the bigness of the Church, for ‘Like a. 
mighty army moves the Church of God’; and third- 
ly, I do not know of anyone who has come to De- 


troit whom the Lord has used like Billy Graham to 


reach the rich and the poor, the educated and the 
uneducated, the black and the white and all faiths 
as well. Everyone is talking religion these days! 
Whether you go to the DAC or to Wayne Univer- 
sity, people are discussing it. You hear questions 
like these: ‘What is salvation? Do you believe it as 
Billy Graham preaches it ? Do you believe we should 
love our children and discipline them as he says?’ 
Yes, people are talking religion in Detroit!” 


The Rev. John J. Weaver, Dean, 
St. Paul’s Cathedral, Detroit. 
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“The Billy Graham meetings in Detroit have 
brought together the largest assemblages of Chris- 
tians from all denominations that we have seen in 
the last forty years. Our own Church has received 
inestimable and manifold blessing. I believe this 
messenger of the Lord has come to the Kingdom 
for such a time as this.” 


Rev. William Coltman, D.D. 
Highland Park Baptist Church. 


“Of first import in the Crusade is the number of 
conversions which have taken place! I feel also that 
the campaign has been a very wholesome and up- 
lifting experience for our churches and community. 
I have been impressed with the sincerity of the 
Team and know of many, many other Ministers 
who have voiced this opinion also. 


“Significant also in this great Crusade has been 
the nurr er of people in high places who have been 
reached: City officials, industrial leaders have been 
touched with this message and with this movement 
in the City of Detroit.” 


Rev. Verner §. Mumbulo, D.D. 
N...din Park Methodist Church. 
“T think of all the work of Billy Graham in De- 
troit, one of the most important has been his minis- 
try in drawing those of us in the pastoral work 
together. He has put a new fire in a lot of us as we 
have heard him lovingly, graciously and yet with 
real warning call man’s attention to tire glory of 
accepting the Saviour and the dire consequences of 
neglecting Him. We have needed both. I thank God 
over and over for the Crusade in Detroit.” 


Rev. Evan Welch, D.D. 
Ward Memorial Presbyterian Churc'. 


Not only the religious leaders of Detroit but also 
civic leaders have been in acclaim of the Crusade, 


including such men as Stanley S. Kresge, of the — 


Kresge Corporation, Mennen Williams, Governor 
of the State, Wilber M. Brucker, ex-Governor and 
Dr. Arthur Dondineau, Superintendent of Schools. 


After the closing in Detroit which has now been 
set to November 1, Billy Graham and his Team 
will move to Asheville, N. C., beginning there No- 
vember 8. 


The writer can already sense the blessings which 
will come to any community because of such a united 
soul-winning effort. For weeks Asheville, N. C. and 
the towns in the area have been experiencing a sense 
of refreshing as hundreds of prayer meetings are 
being held in homes and business houses alike, pray- 
ing for the meetings, to begin November 8th, and 
sponsored by the local ministerial association. It is 
a startling and thrilling thing to see a prayer meet- 
ing going on right on the first floor of large depart- 
ment stores, in banks, in auto agencies, in office 
buildings, etc., etc. Already people are being saved. 
As Mr. Graham has truly said,—‘‘It is just giving 
God a chance to do what He wants so much to do 


for us.” —H.B.D. 
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“Free” Or “Restricted”? 


Stated Clerk Blake, Or Stated 
Clerks Pugh And Mudge? 


In THE CASE FOR UNION, Stated Cle-k 
Dr. E. L. Blake of the USA Assembly answers four 


questions of which the following is the second: 


“2. Under the proposed plan where we have 
synod support of educational institutions won’t we 


have double obligations in supporting (former USA) | 


institutions through the Assembly’s budget? 


“The USA Church is quite clear that no church | 


or judicatory can be compelled to pay any assess- 


ment whatever. In the USA Church at present | 


certain synods have an arrangement with the Board 
of Christian Education which is almost precisely 
the normal U. S. procedure. Presbyterians will be 
free to give their money for benevolences as they 
themselves decide in the new church.”’ 


If we were pressing details we might ask whether 
the arrangement by which certain synods in the 
USA Church use the procedure which is normal in 
our Church is a matter of right or of grace, of 
power in the synod or only by permission of the 


Board? 


We are more concerned, however, with the state- 
ment by Dr. Blake that PRESBYTERIANS 
WILL BE FREE TO GIVE THEIR MONEY 
FOR BENEVOLENCES AS THEY THEM- 
SELVES DECIDE. This seems to us to run coun- 
ter to the actions of the USA Assembly of 1934 set 
forth in their STUDIES OF THE CONSTITU- 
TION drawn up by Stated Clerk Pugh and at- 
tested by Stated Clerk Mudge. This paper approved 
by the USA Assembly of 1934 says in part: 


“An offering must be made every Sabbath for all 
the benevolences or Boards of the Church, and dis- 
tributed among them according to the percentages 


_ recommended by the Assembly,” p. 39. 


“There shall be no contributions by organizations 
of a church to outside objects except by consent of 
the Session, this consent to be subject, if necessary, 
to the review of the higher judicatories.” p. 41. 


‘The first responsi vility of the Church at large 
and of each synod, ;resbytery, and congregation is 
to raise the entire benevolent budget, and to pro- 
vide each Board and agency with the entire amount 
allowed it therein.” p. 42. 


“Missionary offerings are one of the ordinances 
enjoined in a particular church by the Constitution 
of the Presbyterian Church . . . A church member 
or an individual church that will not give to pro- 
mote the officially authorized missionary program 
of the Presbyterian Church i; in exactly the same 
position with reference to the Constitution of the 
Church as a church member or an individual church 
that would refuse to take part in the celebration of 
the Lord’s Supper . . . In designating missionary 
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o erings as an ordinance, the Constitution of the 
P:esbyterian Church specifically enjoins all church 
ji dicatories, all church officers, and all individual 
cl.urches to guide, direct, and make effectual through 
the authorized agencies of the Church the mission- 
ay offerings of all church members to the same ex- 
tent as they are enjoined to perform the same office 
with reference to any other ordinance of the Church. 


The missionary offerings of the Presbyterian 
Church must be restricted in their apportionment 
and distribution to those Boards created and main- 
tained by the General Assembly for the spread of 
the Gospel, unless an express approval is granted 
by the judicatories, of the Church to assign a por- 
tion of such offerings to other objects. . . . The mis- 
sionary Offerings of the individual members of a 
particular Presbyterian church when made in con- 
nection with the worship of the congregation, or 
through any of the societies or organizations of the 
local church, are by the provisions of the Constitu- 
tion under the jurisdiction of the denomination.” 


p. 43. 
Thus while Dr. Blake says that no USA “church 


or judicatory can be compelled to pay any assess- 
ment whatever,” his 1934 Assembly “enjoins all 
church judicatories, all church officers and all in- 
dividual churches” that their offerings “must be 
restricted on their apportionment and distribution 
to those Boards created and maintained by the Gen- 
eral Assembly,” and “distributed among them ac- 
cording to the percentages recommended by the 
Assembly.”’ 


As we see the matter, the 1934 action of the 
USA Assembly constitutes a precedent that can and 
will be used in the United Church, while Dr. 
Blake’s statement is only the opinion of a distin- 
guished Stated Clerk which is not a precedent to 
govern future actions either in his own or in a unit- 


ed Church. —W.C.R. 


“Why I Wish To Remain A 
United Presbyterian” 


By Rev. G. I. Williamson 


Pastor - United Presbyterian Church 
Fall River, Mass. 


In seeking to enter the current discussion regard- 
ing the proposed union of the USA, US, and Unit- 
ed Presbyterian Churches, it is with the conviction 
that others share with me a point of view which 
has not yet been heard. | desire to remain a United 
Presbyterian. I do not believe it is sinful to desire 
this. There are several reasons often assumed by 
others to be the ground of opposing this Union. 
They may be sinful reasons. But there is one real 
and just ground for opposition to this Union. 


The reason cannot be those issues which originally 
separated us in our Covenanter and Reformed an- 
cestry from the established Church. These issues no 
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longer stand between us. The reason cannot be 
merely considerations of size or name, for truth 
is greater than either. Nor can the reason be objec- 
tion to the orthodoxy of the proposed confession of 
faith, for it is one in doctrine with our own. Finally, 
it cannot be a question of a wholly pure United 
Presbyterian Church (i.e., having a sincere belief 
in what it. professes) and a wholly impure Presby- 
terian Church. 


Questions Real Unity 
In Doctrine 


Yet it is on this last point that the issue turns. 
Can any one doubt that Historic Calvinism, as set 
forth in the Westminster standards, is far from be- 
ing uniformly believed to be true by the ministry 
and eldership of our Church? Does any one think 
that all our ministers and elders regard Calvinism 
to be true, in the sense that it means Arminianism 
is by it shown to be defective ? The modern ecumen- 
ical movement has made some doubt, not only that 
the high doctrines of Calvinism ought to be ‘‘adher- 
ed to and maintained against all opposing errors” 
(Bk. of G. and W., p. 90) but even that they are 
necessarily true at all. But if this condition exists 
in the UP Church, how much more in the USA 
Church. And if real unity in doctrine is lacking in 
the UP Church. how much more will it be lacking 
in the United Church? 


I therefore oppose this Union as vigorously as I 
hoped for the last one. I do so, first, because I hold 
that Calvinism is true, and because to very many 
United Presbyterians it is also true and sacred. 
Secondly, I do so because Calvinism can experience 
a marked revival in the voice and counsel of our 
Church if its voice is not muffled. Thirdly, Union 
with the Presbyterian Church USA would help to 
muffle that voice and retard if not annul that re- 
vival. The USA Church is much less Calvinistic in 
heart and practice as a denomination than is the 
UP Church, as the infamous Auburn Affirmation 
and the Machen trial abundantly demonstrate. 
Therefore the question is ultimately one of strategy. 


Favors Extension Of 
Historic Calvinism 


I favor any union which will strengthen the ex- 
tension and vital expression of historic Calvinism. 
On this ground I favored union with the Reformed 
Church in America. On this ground I would favor 
union with the Southern US Church, the Christian 
Reformed Church, or the Orthodox Presbyterian 
Church. I favor any union in which Calvinism will 
be advanced. I oppose any union in which the purity 
and integrity of Calvinism will be further harmed. 
It will be harmed by this union, That is why I de- 
sire to remain, at this time, and in preference to this 
union, a United Presbyterian. 

—The United Presbyterian. 


Recommend The Journal To Friends 
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Like A Mighty Army? 


Fight the good fight of faith (1 Timothy 6:12). 
A minister asked a returned GI to speak in his pul- 
pit. He said: “Like a mighty army moves the church 
of God.’ The trouble is that about 10,000,000 men 
know exactly how an army moves. Suppose the army 
accepted the lame excuses that many of you think 
good enough for not attending the church parade. 
Imagine this: Reveille at 7 a.m.—squads on parade 
ground. Sergeant barks out, ‘Count fours.’ ‘One, 
two, three,’ four is.inissing. ‘Where's Private 
Smith?’ ‘Mr. Smith was too sleepy to get up. He 
said to tell you he would be with you in spirit.’ 
“That’s fine,’ says the sergeant. ‘Where’s Brown?’ 
‘He’s playing golf. you know how important recrea- 
tion is.’ ‘Sure, sure,’ says the sergeant cheerfully. 
‘Hope he has a good game. Where’s Robinson?’ ‘He 
is sorry, but he is entertaining guests today. Besides, 
he was at drill last week.’ ‘Tell him he is welcome 
any time he finds it convenient to drop in for drill.’ 
If any GI pulled that stuff he would get twenty 
days in the brig. Yet you hear stuff like that every 
week in church. ‘Like a mighty army!’ Why, if this 
church moved like a mighty army, a lot of you folks 
would be court-martialled within an hour.”’ 


—Quoted in the Sunday School Times. 


LIE TTERS 
Gentlemen: 


Enclosed find $2.00 for which please send me one hun- 
dred (100) copies of Dr. L. Nelson Bell's ““Neo-Orthodoxy 
and Evangelical Christianity” for distribution to my stu- 


dents. 
Very sincerely, 
M. Eugene Osterhaven, 
Western Theological Seminary, 
Holland, Michigan. 

Gentlemen: 


I am enclosing $1.00 for which send me fifty (50) re- 
prints of the splendid article “Neo-Orthodoxy and Evan- 
gelical Christianity by Dr. L. Nelson Bell. May we have 
your permission to quote portions of this article in our 
paper, The Bible and The News? 


In my opinion, a church which finds it necessary to 
lose its own identity and consolidate with another is a 
dying church. I trust that the Southern Presbyterian 
Church will retain its identity. 

Yours sincerely, 

John L. Meredith, 
Executive Secretary, 

“The Family Bible League,” 
Chicago, Illinois. 


From Florida. 


“IT want to tell you how much | enjoy the Pres- 
byterian Journal. It is such a pleasure to read a 
Christian paper that dares to print the Truth in 
these times when you don’t get as much out of a 
sermon for fear of the minister offending some of 
the congregation. | still say that if one is seeking 
the Lord with all his heart he will welcome the 
truth, no matter how much or how hard it may 


hit 
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From Wyoming. 


Please send me 50 re-prints of your splend d 
article ““Neo-Orthodoxy and Evangelical Christia.- 
ity.” It is one of the finest, clearest and most dis- 
cerning articles I have read in Christendom. I en- 
close $1.00. 

Sincerely, 

John R. Stevenson, Pastor, 

Burns Presbyterian Church, 
Burns, Wyoming. 


From The Board Of Annuities 
And Relief - Presbyterian 
Church U. S., Louisville, Ky. 


Dr. Wade H. Boggs, Executive Secretary, an- 
nounced on behalf of the Board that the enrollment 
requirements for the new Group Hospitalization 
and Surgical Benefit Insurance plan for the per- 
sonnel of the churches, agencies and institutions has 
been met. 


All personnel and their dependents whose church- 
es, agencies and institutions have enrolled them in 
the plan are covered under this program as of 12:0! 


a.m., October 17, 1953. 


This plan is an addition to the group life insur- 
ance that has been in effect since July 1, 1952, and 
has proven so helpful to the survivors of a number 
of our former associates. 


Any church or agency which has not added this 
new coverage to the group life inSurance may do 
so without a physical examination, regardless of 
age or health, provided application is made to the 
Board prior to November 30, 1953. 


For those who have not been insured under the 
group life insurance program previously, they, too, 
are eliglble for the added hospitalization and sur- 
gical benefits, provided their employing church or 
agency applies for both the life insurance and hos- 
pitalization and surgical benefits prior to November 
30, 1953, in conformance with the provisions of the 
plan as previously announced by the Board. 


The claims for the hospitalization plan will be 
paid directly by the Board. In case of confinement 
in a licensed hospital or surgery by a licensed physi- 
cian, obtain a claim form immediately from the 
office of the Board. Benefits are payable under this 
plan in addition to any other individual insurance 
policies that you may have. 


The inclusion of dependents is optional with the 
employee. 


The Board is happy to make this additional ser- 
vice available to the personnel of the church. It is 
another indication of the basic desire of the Board 
to do everything in its power to add to the sense 
of security of the people of the Church in times of 
illness, death and old age. 
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ANGLERS 


(By The Editor Of The Testament 
For Fishers Of Men) 


Lesson Number 33 


By-Products Of Personal 


Evangelism 


One of the largest lumber mills in the world is 
located in Louisiana. The disposal of sawdust and 
“lumber trash” and scrap was a major problem for 
many years. Giant conveyors carried this waste ma- 
terial in a continuous stream to a huge pyre, located 
at a safe distance (if the wind stayed right), which 
burned day and night. Some practical mind con- 
ceived the idea of installing a pulp plant and paper 
mill in the place of the mountain of burning scrap. 
This resulted in transforming waste material into 
heavy wrapping paper and paper bags, which great- 
ly increased the profits of the lumber company, pro- 
vided employment for additional laborers and clerks, 
removed the menace of the vast burning pyre and 
promoted the cleanliness of the whole plant. Even 
the dust sweepings were utilized. Here was a by- 
product of the lumber business which vied with the 
lumber itself in yielding a profit. 


Personal evangelism has some very important by- 
products. Let’s think of two of these. When one 
really goes in earnest “‘fishing for men,” one thing 
becomes apparent at once: the need for more Bible 
study on the part of the fisherman; he must be more 
familiar with all the phases of the story he has to 
tell. He must know more about the Christ he is 
trying to introduce. He has for himself an experi- 
mental knowledge of Jesus, but his experience may 
be very different from that of his “prospect.” The 
only sure word about Christ is in the Word of God, 
but it is available there, and in all simplicity and 
in all sufficiency. “Prospects” often ask questions, 
sometimes baffling questions, unless the personal 
worker is supplied with the answers which can only 
be found in the Bible. Thus it is he is thrown back 
on the Word—and fortunate for him, for in search- 
ing there he finds much to enrich his own life, which 
probably has escaped him before. ‘““That I may 
know Him,” 
(3:10), “and the power of His resurrection!” Sure- 
ly, if Paul needed to know more of Him, so must 
we. If you have a Testament For Fishers Of Men 
turn to pages xvi and xvii in the introduction and 
vou will find there not only the plan of salvation 
in a nutshell of Bible references, but also the an- 
swers to a list of 17 “objections” which may be of- 
tered by a “prospect.” These cover practically every 
question which might arise in an interview. It 


would be well to make these Bible passages the texts . 


tor daily devotions until they are memorized and 
can be stated right off. None of us Anglers is too 
well versed in the Scriptures. Some of us may be 
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exclaimed Paul to the Philippians © 


Are you satisfied 
with your Will? 


H AVE you omitted something, or someone? 


Is there one bequest you intended to make... 
but didn’t? 


Do you think you should leave a part of your 
possessions to further the cause of the Master? 


By including the Board of World Missions in 
your will, you can provide for the continuous 
advancement of Christianity throughout the 
world. Many such bequests have been re- 
of Foreign Missions. 


In drawing or revising your will, consult a 
good lawyer. We will be glad to supply any 
information desired as to the form of bequest 
or the use of your legacy. Address 


CURRY B. HEARN, TREASURER 
BoaRD OF WORLD Missions 
PressyTerRiaAN CHURCH IN THE UNITED States 
POST OFFICE BOX 330, NASHVILLE 1, TENN. 


“To Forergu Missions a Share’ 
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painfully conscious of much ignorance. If that is 
your case you will thank any venture of faith which 
causes you to reach out for God’s Truth. 


Another by-product is prayer. This writer is con- 
fident that real forthright personal work will bring 
the fisherman to his knees more frequently and with 
greater regularity (and in more odd places!) than 
any other Christian service. Early in the first efforts 
at winning souls to Christ it becomes evident that 
“without Me ye can do nothing,” even as Jesus 
says in John 15:5. Then when He went back to the 
Father He sent the Holy Spirit, as He promised He 
would, (v. 26) “even the Spirit of Truth... He 
shall testify of Me.” Fortunately, we can invoke the 
Holy Spirit’s guidance and power at all times and 
all places, for He is ever present and poised for ac- 
tion. How futile the effort without Him! How 
foolish the fisherman who tries to work the miracle 
of a conversion by his own wit and skill!—no mat- 
ter however potent they may be in other lines. 


So intensified prayer is another happy by-product 
of personal evangelism. 


And just as the lumber scrap and sawdust was a 
liability to the lumber mill, but was transformed 
into a happy asset, so our “Bible illiteracy’ and our 
neglect of personal prayer, crowded out by trashy 
reading matter and much wasted time in profitless 
activities, can be transmuted into a wonderful asset. 
Getting into a real soul-winning program does that. 


If you have had an experience in soul-winning, 
write it in 200 or 300 words and send in to Anglers 
(C/o Southern Presbyterian Journal) and if used, 
we will send you a leather-bound copy of the Testa- 
ment For Fishers Of Men. If you have not had 
such an experience, get out and HAVE ONE. 


WOULD YOU LIKE TO OWN a feather- 
bound copy of THE TESTAMENT FOR 
FISHERS OF MEN? Send us an account of 
winning a soul to Christ in a 
personal interview (250 words 
or less). If it is used in the 
ANGLERS column, you _ will 
receive this most helpful, vest- 
pocket size, Personal Worker’s 
Testament (King James Ver- 
sion). No manuscripts returned 
unless requested. THE TES- 
TAMENT may also be secured by sending 
two new one-year subscriptions to The 
Journal, or by remitting $3.25. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Educational excellence. Member Southern Association Col- 
lege and Secondary Schools. Endowed. Christian emphasis. 
A.A. and A.S. degrees. Graduates transfer to Junior class 
best colleges. Prufessor each ten students. Personal atten- 
tion. Scientific tests. Athletics. Two-year business course. 
Preparatory department with llth, 12th grades. Veterans. 
Moderate charges. Scholarships. Self-help. Second semester 
begins January 25, 1954. 


PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 
Box 34-W — Maxton, N. C. 
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LIQUOR 
No Inherent Right To Advertise 


Intoxicating Liquors 


Since the National Temperance and Prohibiticn 
Council has launched a Crusade Against Liquor 
Advertising, their right to do so has been called in 
question on the ground that the manufacture and 
sale of intoxicating liquors is a legal business anc, 
therefore, its advertising is legal and no one has any 
right to interfere with it. What right, its challeng- 
ers say, have you to bring the pressure of public 
opinion to bear upon the editors, publishers, mar- 
agers or owners of newspapers, magazines, radios, 
televisions, or other media that accept liquor adver- 
tisements or on legislators, to enact legislation, to 
stop this advertising ? 


What is the answer to this? 


The answer is that there is no right—no natural, 
inherent, or, as we say in the Declaration of Inde- 
pendence, “Jnalienable’’ right to engage in the busi- 
ness of manufacturing or selling intoxicating liquors, 
and therefore, no right—natural, inherent, inalien- 
able right—in advertising them for the purpose of 
aiding in their sale. 


To engage in the business of an ordinary calling, 
such as agriculture, mining, manufacture of goods— 
or any business which is not injurious to the public 
welfare—is a natural, inherent right in which any 
one has a right to engage. 


The traffic in intoxicating liquor does not belong 
to this class of business. It is a “Special Privilege’ 
business, which has no right to exist apart from a 
special permit by government, and in the conduct 
of which the government can hedge it about with 
all manner of restrictions, can even prohibit it alto- 
gether. 


The reason for this is the inevitably dangerous 
and evil character of the business. This our courts, 
from the lowest to the highest, have declared for a 
hundred years. 


Since the liquor business is special privilege busi- 
ness, which exists by sufferance and has no inherent 
right to exist, it follows that the business of adver- 
tising it is also a special privilege, and not an in- 
herent right business. It follows, therefore, that the 
advertising of alcoholic liquors can be regulated, 
restricted and also prohibited without infringing 
upon any right of the advertisers. 


The National Temperance and Prohibition Coun- 
cil is clearly within its rights in launching a Crusade 
Against Liquor Advertising. Furthermore, the 
Council believes it to be its imperative duty to arouse 
the American people to protest to those who are an- 
nually receiving from the liquor industry the huge 
sum of $259,000,000 for the use of their facilities 
for advertising the industry’s products to increase 
their sale and consumption. 
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The Crusade is gaining in momentum from week 
to week. Letters are pouring in to headquarters from 
al’ parts of the United States, expressing interest 
and a desire to participate in the Crusade. A four- 
pege Circular which gives full information regard- 
ing the Crusade is going out, on orders, at the rate 


of 300 to 400 daily. 


All who oppose this advertising of alcoholic 


beverages are asked-to join with the 23 national 
organizations of the Council sponsoring the Cru- 
sade. For information and copies of the Crusade 
Circular (Cost: 1 to 10 copies, 10c each; 25 to 40 
copies, 8c each; 50 copies and over, 6c each), write 
Dr. R. H. Martin, Chairman, Committee Against 
Liquor Advertising, N.T.P.C., 209 Ninth Street, 


Pittsburgh 22, Pa. 


Fiction Or Fact? 


By Paul D. Hastings 
Reidsville, N.C. 


In the October 26, 1953 issue of The Presby- 
terian Outlook the entire editorial consists of criti- 
cism of a letter signed by 41 Elders from over the 
entire General Assembly, and which was sent to 
the Clerks of Sessions in our Church. The Editor 
of the Outlook listed eight general statements con- 
tained in the letter under the heading “FICTION” 
and then called the various statements “absolutely 
erroneous” and ‘untrue’ as he discusses the state- 
ments one by one. 


In this letter signed by the 41 Elders, of which 
I was one, were also material and information 
which would support with evidence each of the 
general statements contained in the letter. Any per- 
son in our Church who reads over the list of names 
signed to the letter would know some of the men, 
at least, by reputation, as they are from over our 
entire Church. They would also recognize them as 
successful business men who are dedicated to the 
Lord and the work of His Church. These men 
would not sign their names to any statement that 
was not factual, in order, and in a Christian spirit. 


And yet the Editor of The Outlook attacks the 
character, motives, and honesty of these 41 men by 
making a charge that EVERY ONE OF THEIR EIGHT 
STATEMENTS ARE “FICTION” and others ‘““ABSOLUTE- 
LY ERRONEOUS” and “UNTRUE.” We are going to 
list each of the eight statements and GIVE SUPPORT- 
ING EVIDENCE FOR EACH ONE OF THEM and ask you 
to judge for yourself if they are fiction or facts, 
keeping in mind that the definition in the dictionary 
for FICTION is “that which is imagined or invented 
as opposed to that which is true or real.” 


1. The CONTROL of your local church property 
will be taken away from your congregation and 
given to the denomination. 


Chapter 34, Par. 11 Plan of Union says: “A 
particular church shall NoT SELL, MORTGAGE, OR 
LEASE, any of its real property used in connection 
with the work of the Church, EXCEPT IN CONSULTA- 
TION WITH THE PRESBYTERY OF JURISDICTION.” 
This clearly takes the CONTROL AWAY from the con- 
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gregation and gives it to the Presbytery. In our 
Southern Church a local congregation does NOT 
HAVE TO CONSULT ANYONE in order to sell, mort- 
yage or lease its church or manse. 


Chapter 34, Par. 4 Plan of Union says: “Each 
particular church either should be incorporated, or 
should cause a corporation to be formed and main- 
tained such as will enable it to receive, hold and 
transfer property. The articles of incorporation 
should contain the following or equivalent words: 
Formed for the purpose of worship of Almighty 
God, and instruction in the Christian religion, ac- 
cording to the CONFESSION OF FAITH, FORM OF 
GOVERNMENT, BOOK OF DISCIPLINE AND DIRECTORY 
FOR WORSHIP OF THE PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH OF 
THE UNITED STATES.” Any local church which com- 
plies with the above will AUTOMATICALLY GIVE 
OVER THE CONTROL OF ITS PHYSICAL CHURCH 
PROPERTY TO THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 


2. The Minister will be elevated. The Elder will 
be demoted in authority. This is a serious step 
AWAY from Presbyterian doctrine and practise 
— recognizes the parity of the minister and the 
elders. 


Our Book of Church Order, Par. 41, says: 
“These Ruling Elders possess the same authority 
and eligibility to office in the Courts of the Church 
as the Minister of the Word, or teaching Elders.” 
THIS IS NOT STATED IN THE PLAN OF UNION. 


Chapter 17, Par. 2 Plan of Union says that if 
the pastor is sick or absent, the Session must obtain 
the WRITTEN CONSENT OF THE PASTOR BEFORE THE 
SESSION CAN CONVENE and elect one of their mem- 
bers to preside. 


Chapter 11, Par. 4+ Plan of Union says if a con- 
gregational meeting is held in a church without a 
pastor the Moderator of the Presbytery shall ap- 
point a person to preside. Our Book of Church 
Order says, “The Session shall appoint ONE OF 
THEIR MEMBERS to preside.” Chapter 14, Par. 63. 


When a church is without a Minister, only when 
it is IMPRACTICABLE, without GREAT INCONVEN- 
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IENCE, to get some other minister who is a member 
of the Presbytery to come in and preside over a 
meeting of the Session, may the Session of a vacant 
church elect ONE OF ITS OWN MEMBERS TO PRESIDE. 
Chapter 11, Par. 4 Plan of Union. 


3. The ONLY DUTIES GIVEN THE DEACONS 
are those of looking after the sick, distressed, 
needy, and friendless. The Deacons have been de- 
moted to the status of an usher. 


Our Book of Church Order, Par. 45, says this 
of the Deacons: “It is their duty also to develop 
the grace of liberality in the members of the church, 
to devise effective methods of collecting the gifts 
of the people, and to distribute these gifts among 
the objects to which they are contributed. They 
shall have the care of the property of the congrega- 
tion, both real and personal, and shall keep in proper 
repair the church edifice and other buildings belong- 
ing to the congregation.”” THESE CLEAR CUT DUTIES 
OF THE DEACONS ARE NOT STATED IN THE PLAN OF 
UNION. The ONLY DUTIES given the Deacons, clear 
cut specific duties, are those named in Statement 


No. 3. 


4. Women will be ordained as Elders, Deacons 
and Lay Ministers. 


Chapter 17, Par. 5, Plan of Union, says: ‘‘When 
any person has been elected to the office of ruling 
elder, or deacon, the pastor, or if the church be 
without a pastor, the moderator of the session, shall 
confer with him (or her) as to his (her) religious 
experience, his (her) knowledge of the system of 
doctrine, government, and discipline contained in 
the Standards of the Church, and the duties of the 
office to which he (she) has been elected.” 


Chapter 24, Par. I, Plan of Union, says: ‘‘To 
meet needs for the preaching of the Gospel within 
its bounds, which cannot otherwise be supplied, a 
presbytery may grant local commissions, valid only 
within the bounds of such a congregation or con- 
gregations in its jurisdiction as the presbytery may 
designate, to properly qualified men or WOMEN, 
who shall be known as lay preachers.”’ 


5. The fate of all our Boards and Agencies will 
be decided AFTER UNION TAKES PLACE by a 
commission of (50) men, of which only 15 will be 
from our Southern Church. 


“The Concurrent. Declarations in. the Plan of 
Union, Page 13, Par. 5, says: ‘“‘At its first meet- 
ing, the General Assembly shall elect a Special 
Commission of fifty persons composed of twenty 
five (25) representatives who before union were 
in the Presbyterian Church in the United States of 
America; fifteen (15) representatives who were in 
The Presbyterian Church in the United States; and 
ten (10) representatives who were in the United 
Presbyterian Church of North America. The Special 
Commission shall be charged with the following 
duties: (a) To make recommendations looking te 
the reconstruction and consolidation of the several 
boards and agencies into boards and agencies be- 
longing to the three General Assemblies into boards 
to administer the interests and work of home mis- 
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sions, foreign missions, Christian education, aid 


pensions.” 


The above statement is correct according ‘to tie 
printed Plan of Union. We understand that within 
the past few weeks that Committees representiig 
the three Churches on Union have met in Atlania, 
Ga., and changed the above to a committee of 20 


from each church or a total of 60.—H.B.D. 


6. The Northern Church is already discussing © 
plans for an organic union with seven other denom- © 
inations, many of whom we would never consider — 
joining in an organic union. The ultimate goal of © 
the leaders of the Northern Church is a National © 


Protestant Church. 


In Dec. 1949, a meeting was held in Greenwich, 


Conn., with delegates from the following denomi- 
Presbyterian, U.S.A. (Northern) Metho- | 


nations: 
dist, Evangelical and Reformed, Disciples of Christ, 


Congregational Christian, Colored Methodist Epis- 


copal, African Methodist Episcopal Zion, and the 
National Council of Community Churches. At this 
meeting an action was taken, and an organization 
set up, looking to the organic union of all these de- 
nominations, 


The 1950 General Assembly of the Northern 
Presbyterian Church took the following action with 
reference to the above meeting: ‘““That the General 
Assembly give its approval to this significant move- 
ment toward the organic union of the Evangelical 
Protestant Churches in the United States and au- 
thorize full participation in it.”” From the ‘Minutes 
of the General Assembly of the Presbyterian Church 
in the United States of America’ Part I—1950, 
page 325-327. 

7. Since our Church’s per capita giving for be- 
nevolences is MORE THAN TWICE that of the 
Northern Church, the Home and World Mission 


programs of our Church will be greatly harmed, if 
Union takes place. 


If the two Churches had been united in 1952 
and the giving of the two Churches to benevolences, 
$7.43 per member of the Northern Church, $16.22 
per member of the Southern Church, had all been 
sent to ONE FUND, as would be done if Union takes 
place and then redistributed over the United 
Church, the per capita amount received back would 
amount to $9.41. This would take away from our 
established Home Mission, Foreign Mission, and 
other benevolent work the sum of $4,914, 382.00. 
Of course, it wouldn’t be given back to the entire 
Church on a per capita basis, but 6ur section of the 
United Church would not begin to receive back 
for our benevolent work the MORE THAN TWICE AS 
MUCH THAT WE WOULD GIVE. 


8. There will be a centralization of power in the 
hands of a few men at the top who will decide the 
leadership, policies and programs of the United 


Church. 


= That there is already a centralization of power 
in the hands of a few in the Northern Church is 
clearly pointed out by one of their own publications 
“The Presbyterian” which wrote about this condi- 
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ion under the title ‘“The Presbyterian Oligarchy,” 
in which it stated “it is both amazing and incom- 
vrehensible to discover that TEN MEN in the Pres- 
oyterian Church (Northern) hold Firry-stx MAJOR 
OFFICIAL DENOMINATIONAL JOBS AND FIVE of these 
men hold THIRTY-FIVE of these FIFTY-SIX appoint- 
ments.” 


There is also a centralization of power in the 
power given to the General Council under the Plan 
of Union, Page 177. Among the duties which this 
new General Council would “assume and discharge” 
are the following: 


(a) ‘““To SUPERVISE the spiritual and material in- 
terests of the boards and agencies of the 
Church.” This is a blanket delegation of au- 
thority which amounts to over-all supervision 
of EVERY AGENCY OF THE ASSEMBLY.” Spirit- 
ual and material interests “covers everything.” 


(b) “To correspond with and apvise the General 
Councils of Presbyteries and Synods.” Here 
is the expressed right of a General Council of 
the Assembly (composed of approximately 35 
to 40 individuals) to “advise’’ Presbyteries. 


(c) “To consider between annual meetings of the 
General Assembly cases of serious embarrass- 
ment or emergency concerning the benevolence 
and missionary work of the Church.” Here is 
a further delegation of power UPWARD—from 
the Boards of our Church to a Council. To 
state the powers of a Council in such terms as 
the above is to give this CENTRALIZED POWER 
the right to INITIATE ACTION IN MATTERS 
which should be decided in many cases by the 
Boards themselves. 


In the duties given the General Council of our 
Southern Church (Minutes of the General Assem- 
bly, 1949, page 136) there is a notable absence of 
any reference to “supervising” the Boards of the 
Church, “advising” Presbyteries and Synods, and 
“reviewing” the programs of the agencies of the 
General Assembly. 


Here is the case. The Editor of the Presbyterian 
Outlook listed EVERY ONE of the eight statements 
listed above as “FICTION.” (Fiction meaning, ‘That 
which is imagined or invented as opposed to that 
which is true or real’) and some of them he said 
were “absolutely erroneous” and “untrue.” ARE 
THESE STATEMENTS FICTION OF FACTS! YOU ARE 


THE JUDGE. 


TIIE CIIRISTIAN FAITI ACCORDING 
TO TIIE SHORTER CATECIIISM 


By William Childs Robinson, D.D. 


ooklet, 44 pages and cover, 25c per copy, $2.50 
per dozen, or $20.00 per 100 copies, postpaid. 


NOVEMBER 11,1953 


Plan Of Union Not 
Acceptable To Augusta- 
Macon Presbytery 


The Augusta-Macon Presbytery held its regular 
fall meeting on October 20 in the Presbyterian 
Church of Greensboro, Ga., with the largest attend- 
ance which the Presbytery has had in many years. 


The plan for church union was discussed and the 
recommendations for changes as suggested by the 
committees of which Dr. Robert Strong is chair- 
man, were adopted. Following this discussion a new 
plan was presented by Dr. Albert Grady Harris of 
the First Church of Macon to be sent to the As- 
sembly’s Committee on Union, which plan was 
adopted without a dissenting vote. 


The plan recommended was this, first, that a con- 
federation or alliance of Presbyterian churches be 
formed including all branches of the Presbyterian 
churches of America. This confederation or alliance 
of Presbyterian churches to meet every two years 
for informal, inspirational, promotional, fellowship, 
unity and cooperative purposes. Second, That the 
General Assemblies continue in their present au- 
tonomy with complete sovereignty in all matters of 
faith and practice within their bounds. 


It was the unanimous feeling of the Presbytery 
that this plan is a wise solution. For one thing it 
will lead us out of the dilemma which the present 
plan of organic union imposes, namely if 25 per cent 
or our Presbyteries vote against the present plan 
of union which is altogether likely, it will create a 
condition in which the plan of the majority is de- 
feated by a minority, an unsatisfactory conclusion 
in which the majority would continue and increase 
the agitation for organic union, Again, if 75 per 
cent of the Presbyteries vote for organic union it 
would either cause a large and aggressive minority 
to be compelled to go into a union which they did 
not want or a split in the church with a continuing 
Southern church. We do not believe that the two 
other churches with which the union is proposed 
would want that kind of union any more than we 
would. | 


The plan suggested for a cailiiieition of Pres- 
byterian churches instead of a federation of Presby- 
terian churches would avoid either horn of the 
present dilemma and would lead to peace and har- 
mony in our churches. Such a confederation of our 
churches would bring about fellowship and discus- 
sions on the part of ministers and elders of all of 
our Presbyterian bodies and enable us to eventually 
effect wise, harmonious and needed changes. This 
step will be the first round of a ladder which might 
in time lead, through better understanding, to the 
top round of closer and more inclusive organic re- 
lations. 


Also this step might lead to a continuation and 
increase throughout the nation of regional Assem- 
blies which would relieve the church of a centralized 
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government, and enable a larger and wiser repre- 
sentation and participation in the program of the 
church by Presbyteries and local churches and thus 
bring the church back to the people. Such a larger 
representation and participation in the work of the 
church would undoubtedly lead to a greater interest 


in the church and a deeper consecration and service 
on the part of the members of our churches and give 
to us all through a larger fellowship and better un- 
derstanding a greater opportunity to know and do 
the will of God in this whole matter. 

—Albert Grady Harris. 


SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR NOVEMBER 22 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


Christian Compassion For 4 Needy World 


Background Scripture: Leviticus 19:9- 
10; Deuteronomy 10:18-19; Ruth 2:1-18; 
Matthew 9:35-36; 25:34-40; Mark 1:32-34; 
8:1-9. Devotional Reading: Matthew 25: 
34-40. 


If God so loved the world that He gave His only-begotten Son that whosoever believeth in Him might 
not perish, but have everlasting life, and if Christ was willing to die for a world of lost sinners, then we, 
too, as God's children, and as followers of the Christ, should have the same sort of compassion for this 
needy world. There is a difference between the “Love of Compassion,” and the “Love of Approbation or 
Approval.” John tells us that we are to Love not the world neither the things of the world, and that, if we 


do, the love of the Father is not in us. We are 
neither to approve of or desire the things of the 
world, (evil things) ; Ye that love the Lord, hate 
evil. We are to hate sin but we are to love the sin- 
ner with a love of compassion, and have a deep de- 
sire to rescue him from his sin. 


This old world of ours needs many things, but the 
supreme need is Curist. Let us never be unmindful 
of this. In our compassion for the world and our 
desire to help it we sometimes overlook this basic 
fact. Christ is the only Answer to the pressing need 
of our world. Even in our Missionary work there 
is the constant temptation to stress the physical and 
material rather than the spiritual. Our Medical 
and Educational work must be only the means to 
an end; that end, or object, being the saving of souls. 
I am afraid that much Missionary work has missed 
this one aim and has been more or less wasted. We 
have been satisfied with hospitals and schools and 
colleges, and have neglected the reaching of lost 
men and women. Even in our Church Work here at 
home we seer} to forget at times the spiritual nature 
of our business. Our Educational and Recreational 
and Social Programs are valuable so long as they 
lead up to the one purpose of the Church, that of 
preaching the Gospel, saving lost men, and building 
them up in their most holy faith. Dr. Earl Douglass 
had some splendid advice to give along this line re- 
cently in his column in the Daily Paper. He called 
attention to the rapid growth of some newer de- 
nominations and the fact that they stressed the 
preaching of the supernatural nature of the gospel 
and the great fundamental doctrines of grace. The 
same thing was true, as- Bishop Ryle points out, in 
the Great Methodist Revival under the Wesleys 
and Whitefield. The program of the Church is some- 
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times much like that sa some big business concern, 
involving organization and money, etc. The busi- 
ness of the Church is Big Business, but it is not like 
the business of the world. It is far bigger than 
education, or entertaining, or bettering the social and 
economic conditions of the world; it is the Business 
of preaching the Word, and bringing men and 
women into a saving relation to a Personal Saviour, 


the Lord Jesus Christ. 


I did not mean to say so mucheby way of Intro- 
duction, but I feel that the tragic mistake of the 
Church is right here. God, Who will never allow 
His Work to die out, is having to do what He has 
often done in the past, namely, raise up new groups 
of people and new Institutions to take the place of 
the old ones that have ceased to function as He 
planned. In my day I have seen the rapid growth 
of Bible Schools and New Denominations. Would 
that Our Beloved Church would wake up and seize 
the opportunity for real Evangelistic preaching and 
the winning of the lost sinners of the United States! 
This is the best thing we can do for a Needy World. 


I. Some Old Testament Laws and Examples: 
(Selections from Lev., Deut., and Ruth). 


I have grouped these three because they are close- 
ly related. 


1. Leviticus 19:9-10. ‘This is a benevolent law 
relating to the “poor and stranger.” The Children 
of Israel were commanded not to reap too closely 
their fields or vineyards, but to leave some for those 
who might need food. Henry Ford had a motto 
hanging in his office something like this, I have 
read: ‘Help people to help themselves.” This is 
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‘ne purpose of the law given to Israel. They were 
ot commanded to reap and gather and then divide 
vith the poor, but to leave it for the poor to gather. 
The Bible never encourages laziness or improvi- 


Jence. It commands us to work. It also commands 


us to be kind to those less fortunate than we are. In 
this way the needs of the poor were met and at the 
-ame time their self-respect was left unimpaired. 


One of our greatest problems as a nation is to 
help other nations without encouraging laziness on 
the part of the people in those countries. We give 
away millions of dollars worth of food and cloth- 
ing, and sometimes the report comes back that we 
are simply encouraging them to stop work and look 
to us to provide for their needs. Paul states the case 
very bluntly when he says, If any man will not 
work, let him not eat. It would be well if we could 
apply the Bible method of caring for the poor and 
stranger. It is by no means as simple a problem as 
it was in the days of Moses, but the principle still 
holds good. | 


2. Deuteronomy 10:18-19. These verses are 
very much like those in Leviticus, but with the added 
injunction of being just and kind to the “‘fatherless 
and widow.” They are also to love the stranger, 
giving him food and raiment, remembering that 
they were strangers in the land of Egypt. Most 
of us can look back and remember when we were 
poor and lonely and in need of help. Some so-called 
‘‘self-made’’ men remember this and are thoughtful 
and kind to those who are in similar circumstances; 
others forget their former condition, and become 
“hard-boiled” and indifferent and cold. It is good 
to never forget the pit from which we have been 
rescued. The fatherless, the widows, the stranger, 
all should awaken a responsive chord in our mem- 
ory and in our hearts, and their cry for help should 
be heard. 


3. A Fine Illustration of the working of this law: 
Ruth 2:1-18. 


The story of Ruth is one of the most fascinating 
in Scripture. The second chapter has two beautiful 
pictures in it. The First is that of an industrious 
and loving young widow who was not only willing 
to work, but ready to support her mother-in-law 
by her labor. She takes advantage of the law stated 
above and goes out to glean in the harvest field. 
Most everybody has seen the picture of Ruth the 
Gleaner. She is one of the simple but noble char- 
acters in the Bible, as she works hard gleaning the 
barley and wheat. 


The Second portrait is that of a wealthy, God- 
fearing, kindhearted farmer; Boaz. The picture 
of Boaz is as fine as that of Ruth, although, of 
course, not as appealing to our emotions. He is 
an example of one of the better characters who 
lived in the chaotic period of the Judges. As we 
read his salutation to his reapers and their response, 
and see his courteous and kind treatment of his 
kinswoman, Ruth, we realize that we have the pic- 
ture of a great man in the simplicity of his faith 
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and his generous dealings with those who needed his 
help. It is most fitting that they should become a 
part of the lineage of our Saviour. To all of us who 
love a good romance, there is no more beautiful a 
story in all literature. 


In this section we have seen the Law as laid 
down by Moses, and its practical application in the 
life of God’s people. 


II. Some New Testament Examples and 
Illustrations: Matthew and Mark. 


1. Our first selection, Matthew 9:35-36, 
gives us the account of Jesus’ work and the com- 
passion He had upon the multitudes. Jesus’ ministry 
was to a very needy world, the part represented by 
the people of Palestine. He spent His time while 
on earth in preaching, healing, and teaching, thus 
reaching the needs of the multitudes. He had com- 
passion on them because they “‘were distressed” (R. 
V.) and were scattered abroad as sheep having no 
shepherd. (A splendid commentary on this is found 
in Ezekiel, chapter 34 where the false shepherds of 
Israel are described and warned, and where the 
True Shepherd is promised, Who will seek out those 
who have wandered away and care for the sheep). 
Sheep without a shepherd in the East is a picture of 
helplessness, confusion, and distress. Is not our 
world in the same condition today? There is rest- 
lessness, confusion, and distress among the great 
masses of the people while false shepherds are fat- 
tening themselves and not caring for the sheep. Our 
hearts should go out to the vast multitudes of such 
helpless “sheep” in India, in China, in Russia, and 
many other places. The great need of the world is 
for the ‘One Shepherd.” Oh that men would see 
Him and hear His voice and follow where He leads! 


2. The second selection from Matthew, 25:34- 
40, is the familiar Judgment scene where the King 
is commending the righteous because of their atti- 
tude toward those in need; the hungry, the thirsty, 
the stranger, the naked, and the prisoner. All these 
classes deserve our utmost compassion. Let us re- 
member that our attitude toward Christ is revealed 
by our attitude toward such “outcasts” and needy 
ones, for He loved these least and last and lost 
ones. He says: Inasmuch as ye did it to one of the 
least of these, my brethren, ye did it unto Me. Then 
it is well, too, to remember that the deepest need 
of these is for Christ Himself, Who can satisfy the 
hunger and thirst of the human heart; Who can 
make the stranger a child of God; Who can clothe 
the naked with a robe of righteousness; Who can 
release the prisoner of sin and Satan and make him 
free. Our ministry to all these needy ones should 
have as its ultimate goal the satisfying of the deep 
spiritual needs of the soul. 


3. The selection from Mark, 1 :32-34, is very 
much like the one from Matthew 9 with the addi- 
tion of those possessed with demons. (Matthew 
mentions these in the preceding verses). The most 
pitiful person in the world is one who is thus pos- 
sessed. I believe that we have such people in our 
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day, not only in heathen lands, but in civilized 
America. | cannot explain the unnatural and revolt- 
ing crimes so common in our day in any other way. 
The only cure for such diseased and demon-posses- 
sed people is Christ. If “all the city” were gathered 
around the door (such a city as New York), I am 
sure that among those gathered in that vast throng 


would be the same kind that Jesus ministered t: 
in the smaller crowd. 


+. The final selection, Mark 8:1-9, is the ac- 
count of the feeding of the Five Thousand. Do no. 
forget that He preached next day and warned then. 
to labor not for the food that perishes. 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR NOVEMBER 22 


B. HOYT EVANS 


Never A Dull Atoment 


WorsHip PROGRAM: 
Hymn: “All Hail The Power Of Jesus’ Name” 
Prayer 
Hymn: ‘“Fairest Lord Jesus, Ruler Of All Na- 

ture’ 

Offering 
Scripture: Galatians 2:16-21 | | 
Hymn: “O Master, Let Me Walk With Thee” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

All too often we read the sickening account of 
some young person who has found life so dull that 
he set out to destroy himself. It is a tragic symp- 
tom of the-terrible moral and spiritual illness of 
our society. There is certainly no place for even a 
trace of this illness in the life of a Christian, be- 
cause every life which has Christ as its center is a 
thrilling experience from morning ’til night, from 
the beginning of that life unto its end. 


No person can conceivably read the four gospels 
with an open mind and conclude that there was 
anything boring about the life that Jesus lived in 
the flesh. It was not an easy life, but it was surely 
not uninteresting. As our topic states it, there was 
“Never a Dull Moment” in the life of our Lord. 


Now, I want to remind you that, according to 
the Scripture which we have just read, this same 
Jesus lives in you, if you are a Christian. If you 
have put your trust in Him to be your Saviour and 
your Lord, the life that you now live is Christ liv- 
ing in you. We say “the same Jesus,’ because He 
is the same, yesterday, today, and forever. He is 
always consistent. the life. which He lived on 
earth was thrilling, then the life He wants to live 
in you will be thfilling. Anyone who thinks that 
being a Christian Wg, dull has either misunderstood 
Christ or he has mi the whole meaning of the 
Christian life. 


I have asked the speakers to tell us of some of the 


wonderfully interesting aspects of Christ’s life as 


we find them recorded in the Bible, and then to 
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remind us that our lives ought to be expressing the 
same experiences, because Christ lives in us. 


First Speaker: 

The Gospel of Mark states that “the Son of 
Man came not to be ministered unto, but to min- 
ister.’ All of the gospels bear clear witness to the 
truth of this statement. Our Lord spent an impor- 
tant part of His public ministry helping people who 
were in need. He healed the sick, made the lame to 
walk, the blind to see, the deaf to hear, the dumb 
to speak, He expelled evil spirits from the demon- 
possessed, He fed the hungry, He comforted the 
sorrowing, He defended those who were oppressed, 
He encouraged the weak, He raised the dead, and 
He forgave sins. How could anyone think that 
such a life was dull? 


The same Christ who lived and served in such 
a wonderful way lives in you, if you have given your 
heart to Him. He may not want to perform mir- 
acles through your life like some of the amazing 
acts just mentioned, but He can make your life rich 
in service if you will let Him. Are you really like 
Him though? Or would you rather be served than 
to serve? We have to put Self out of the way be- 
fore Christ can render exciting service through us. 
If our lives are dull, it may be that it is because 
we have ourselves at the center instead of Christ. 
Whenever Christ is at the center of a life it will 
be characterized by service and it will not be dull. 


Second Speaker: 

As you read the gospels thoughtfully vou will 
be impressed by the fact that Jesus spent a great 
deal of time teaching. There is no indication that 
anyone thought His teaching dull. In every place 
that He taught, great multitudes gathered and hung 
on every word. It is said that the people heard Him 
gladly. So inspired were the people by what He said 
that they were even willing to go hungry in order 
to hear Him. It was not merely the method of His 
teaching that thrilled the.people, but it was mainly 
the content of His words. He made known to them 
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‘ne truth of God and the will of God for their sal- 
ation. Truly His words were words of life. There 
-as nothing dull about the teaching of Jesus. 


This same thrilling Teacher lives in you, and He 
wants to teach through your life. He said, “Ye shall 
4e my witnesses.’’ That means that His true teach- 
‘ng is to be expressed through our lives. How are 
people ordinarily led to Christ today? Is it not 
usually by the witness of some other Christian? 
How do we learn the things that we need to know 
in order to grow in grace? Is it not usually by the 
patient teaching of some devoted Christian? 
Third Speaker: 

Another important part of Jesus’ life was spent 
enjoying fellowship, first with God and then with 
other people. The Bible records many instances 
when He went apart to pray, to be alone with His 
heavenly Father and to enjoy His company. Other 
times we read of His going into the temple and the 
synagogues to have fellowship with God. There is 
every evidence that these were times of real joy in 
the life of our Lord. These experiences were far from 
being dull. They were some of the richest of His 
earthly life. But Jesus was not an unapproachable 
mystic. He was not a man who held Himself aloof 
from others and engaged only in so-called religious 
exercises. He also enjoyed His times of wholesome 
fellowship with His human friends. The Bible tells 
of His going to a wedding, of His attending feasts 
and other social functions, and of many happy 
visits into the homes of His friends. “There was 
nothing dull about the social life of the Saviour. 


Now that He no longer lives in the flesh, but 
in the hearts of those who believe in Him, He wants 
them to enjoy fellowship as He does. I do not be- 
lieve that Christ has any patience with the idea that 
a Christian’s life should be dull. He wants you to 
receive the thrill of close fellowship with God as 
vou read His word, and pray to Him, and com- 
mune with Him in the work and worship of the 
church. He also wants to share with vou the joy 
of associating with other Christian people. Christ 
is the very foundation of the right kind of social 
life, and if your heart is right with Him, vou will 
find a wonderful way to live. When a Christian 
lives in communion with God and with other Chris- 
tians, there is truly “never a dull moment.” 


PROGRAM LEADER: 

There is one more consideration which adds to 
the thrill of being a Christian. When we serve and 
teach and fellowship like Christ( because He Is IN 
us) then we may expect the kind of conflict He ex- 
perienced during the davs of His flesh. His enemies, 
all of them inspired by Satan, opposed almost every- 
thing He did. It was a bitter struggle to the very 
last, but He was victorious. The conflict in His 
life made it hard, but it also made it interesting. 
There is something very thrilling about winning a 
hard-fought contest from an able opponent. The 
hardest contest of all is the game of life. The ablest 
enemy is Satan. We can defeat this enemy and win 
the contest of life because Christ, the victor is living 
in us. ““Thanks be to God. which giveth us the vic- 
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tory through our Lord Jesus Christ.”” We can say 
with all reverence that in the iife ot a Christian 
there is “never a dull moment.” 


Women’s Work 


Specific Goals We Can Work Toward 
This Year So We Can Have A Real 


Spiritual Advance In Our Homes 


Remember if America is to be a Christian nation 
—the homes must be Christian first. 

Have individual Bible readings at least fifteen 
minutes a day. This is our way to commune with 
God. 

Have Family Worship, using “Day by Day” or 
some other regular way of reading God’s Word and 
praying together. Teach the children to lead in these 
worship periods. 

Have a blessing at ach meal. Many homes fail 
here. 

Teach children to memorize passages from the 
Bible, especially ones vital to their life. 

Teach children their Sunday-school lessons, help- 
ing them in daily living suggested in the lesson ma- 
terial. 

Meet your children’s Sunday- school suaches and 
cooperate with him or her in their plans. Help 
them to teach your child that the house of God is 
a place to be reverent. 

Sanctify the Sabbath. Quote the 4th command- 
ment every Sunday at breakfast. Read passages of 
Scripture showing how God condemned the dese- 
cration of His day, and read Isaiah 58:13-14 show- 
ing the promise of keeping His day. Church papers 
are better for the Sabbath than funny ones. 

Have music in your home, not only the family 
singing together, but invite others to come and sing 
with vour family group. 

Dedicate your house to the service of God. Your 
pastor will be glad to help you in such a service. 

Occasionally have a family outing—a picnic—a 
special supper or something to show the members 
of the family how much fun they can have together. 
Let all take part. 

You may not have a church family pew, but 
teach all the members to sit together, it is nicer 
than being scattered all over the church. Have a 
family church night. If you can, invite your daugh- 
ter’s and son’s date to go with you. 

Have family councils and at this time discuss 
things vital to the home and individuals, 

Attend Sunday School with your children; if not 
possible, get them there on time. 

Support the church with your time, talents and 
money. Work out a plan so this can be done and 
done willingly. 

Enlist your neighbors and friends in this year’s 
goals. Next year each item will be easier to do. 

—From a Presbyterial Chairman 
of Spiritual Growth. 
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Church News 


North Alabama Presbytery 


At the Fall, 1953, meeting of the North Ala- 
bama Presbytery, held in the First Presbyterian 
Church of Gadsden, Oct. 20-21, two of the senior 
ministers of the Presbytery, Dr. E. B. Robinson 
and Dr. Wm. Crowe, both of Talladega introduced 
resolutions opposing the adoption of the Plan of 
Union of 1952. The resolutions introduced by Dr. 
E. B. Robinson and passed by the Presbytery are 
as follows: 

North Alabama Presbytery hereby declares 
it feels that the Plan of Union of 1952 “lacks 
those tokens which evidenced God's presence 
with and favor upon our Church.” According- 
ly North Alabama Presbytery hereby over- 
tures the General Assembly of 1954 and the 
Assembly’s Committee on Cooperation and 
Union to make the following changes in the 
1952 Plan of Union. : 

1. ‘That a larger place be given to the King- 
ship of Christ as was requested by the 1953 
General Assembly, and that in particular the 
following paragraph of our Book of Church 
Order be included in the Plan, namely, para- | 
graphs 8, 9, 10, 11, 19, 58, 179. . 

2. That in the baptism of the children of 
the Covenant the following question of our 
Directory of Worship, paragraph 8, section 3, 
be included. That is, “Do you acknowledge 
your child’s need of the cleansing blood of 
Jesus Christ and the renewing grace of the 
Holy Spirit?” 

3. That the office of deacon be magnified as 
it is in the Presbyterian Church, U. S., and 
that the responsibility for developing the grace 
of giving be laid upon them. That in Chapter 
10, section 2, of the Plan of Agreement the 
word “men” be substituted for the word “per- 
sons”; and in chapter 8, section 2, the word 
“man” be substituted by the word “person.” 

4. That there be included in the Plan of 
Union the affirmation that no Presbytery, 
Synod or Assembly has the right, by lowering 
or raising the requirements historically agreed 
upon, to admit any minister or candidate who 
expresses unwillingness to accept the essential 
doctrines set forth in the Confession of Faith 
and the Catechisms. 


5. That the word “written” be omitted from 
the Book of Church Order in the Plan of 
Union, Chapter 11, section 3, top line page 121. 


Dr. Wm. Crowe introduced a resolution asking 
that the 1954 Assembly postpone sending down « 
Plan of Union to the Presbyteries until the method. 
by which the several boards and service agencies art 
to be merged was worked out. He also introducec 
an overture asking that regional synods with sucl. 
autonomy as exists in the Methodist regional juris 
dictions be included. These overtures were also 
adopted by the Presbytery. 


A Study Of N. C. Synod’s 


Educational Institutions 


The Ford Foundation of New York has made 
a $50,000 grant to the Synod of North Carolina 
of the Presbyterian Church in the United States 
for the purpose of making a thorough study of its 
educational institutions. The Synod recently named 
a group of distinguished educators of the nation to 


~ comprise an Advisory Council to the Synod’s Com- 


mittee on Educational Institutions. Director of the 
study is Dr. Roger P. McCutcheon, dean of the 
graduate school of Tulane University, New Or- 
leans, distinguished for his exceptional ability in 
diagnosis. Dr. McCutcheon is being assisted by Dr. 
Donald G. Agnew, Chairman of the Division of 
Community Service, Oglethorpe University, At- 
lanta, Georgia. Members of the Council include 
Dean Francis C. Rosecrance, New York University, 
New York. who is Chairman of the Council; Dr. 
John O. Gross, Nashville, Tennessee, Secretary of 
the Division of Higher Education in the Methodist 
Church; Dr. Sarah G. Blanding. Poughkeepsie, 
New York, president of Vassar College; Dr. John 
D. Millett, Oxford. Ohio, president of Miami 
University, and Dr. Thomas A. Spragens. Colum- 
bus, Missouri, president of Stephens College. An 
honorary member of the Advisory Council is Dr. 
QO. C. Carmichael, until recently director of the 
Carnegie Foundation, now president of the Uni- 
versity of Alabama. 


The first full meeting was held in New York, 
‘)ctober 27. In addition to those mentioned. the fol- 
lowing members of the Synod of North Carolina 
were present: Dr. Warner L. Hall. pastor of the 
Covenant Presbyterian Church, Charlotte, Dr. Har- 


CHARLOTTE BROWN — A MOTHER IN CHINA 


By Frank A. Brown 


A Story filled with Adventure, Humor and Tragedy. A Story presenting the Thrills and Triumphs of 
a Missionary’s life. A Story that will hold the interest of Old and Young alike from start to finish. 
Cloth — 120 Pages — Illustrated — Price $1.50 — Foreign $1.75 


ORDER FROM F. A. BROWN 


U. S. HOSPITAL, CARVILLE, LA. 


(The Books Will Be Mailei From Nashville, Tenn.) 
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sid J. Dudley, Raleigh, General Secretary of the 
Synod of North Carolina and the Synod’s incum- 
bent Moderator; Hon. Halbert M. Jones, Laurin- 
surg, prominent North Carolina business man and 
churchman; Mrs. J. Emerson Fountain, Tarboro, 
member of the Synod’s Committee; Rev, W. M. 
Currie, Associate Pastor of the First Presbyterian 
Church, Greensboro; and Dr. Hunter B. Blakely, 
Richmond, Virginia, Secretary of the Division of 
Higher Education for the Presbyterian Church in 
the United States. 


The Synod, composed of 125,000 members, sup- 
ports in part eight different institutions, as follows: 
Davidson, Flora Macdonald, Queens, Mitchell, 
Peace, Presbyterian Junior College, Glade Valley 
School, and Lees-McRae College. While predic- 
tions of the findings and recommendations of the 
study of these institutions, which will consiwime the 
better part of the ensuing twelve months are in- 
appropriate at this time, the results will definitely 
have a tremendous influence on the future of Chris- 
tian higher education in the United States since 
the study is the first of its kind ever to be made in 
the nation and will serve as a criterion for future 
studies. 


Central Texas Presbytery 


At the Fall meeting, Sept. 30, the following reso- 
lutions were adopted: 


For the consideration of Ministers, Sessions and 
Congregations: 


“WHEREAS, the General Assembly of the Presby- 
terian Church, U. S., has consistently and repeat- 
edly advised its constituent members of the serious- 
ness of the use of alcoholic beverages, has urged its 
people to refrain from reaping any profit from traf- 
fic in alcoholic beverages, and has urged upon all 
its people the necessity for total abstinence on the 
part of all Christians; and, 


“WHEREAS, the General Assembly of 1953 ap- 
proved the following recommendation of its Divi- 
sion of Christian Relations: “That, realizing the 
importance of personal example, the General As- 
sembly urges that church members abstain from all 
indulgence in intoxicating beverages;’ and, 


“WHEREAS, there is noted throughout the Church 
a need for guidance in this matter on the part of 
ministers, sessions, and church members in general; 


“THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, that the Presbytery 
of Central Texas direct its Permanent Committee 
on Christian Relations to prepare and submit for 
the action of this session of Presbytery a statement 
on this important matter for the direction and 
guidance of its ministers, sessions and churches.” 

Also the following: 


The investigation of the Protestant Clergy and 
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their wholesale defamation in the press by govern- 
ment officials suggested to the committee that ac- 
tion should be taken along two lines: (1) A com- 
munication should be sent to our Senators and 
Representatives expressing our disapproval of some 
of the actions of congressiona! investigating com- 
mittees, and (2) a communication should be sent 
to our clergy to remind them of their duty to preach 
the whole gospel in these tense and trying times. 


Queens College 


Charlotte, N. C.—Enrollment in evening classes 
at Queens College has increased 72 per cent over 
last year, David B. Pugh, director of the adult edu- 
cation program, has announced. This increase brings 
the number of students in the Evening College to 
299. 


The program, which was begun at Queens Col- 
lege three years ago, offers academic, professional, 
and business courses to adults in Charlotte and the 
vicinity. Working closely with educational, business, 
and industrial groups, Mr. Pugh has arranged spe- 
cial courses to meet the needs of the section served 
by the college. All college credit courses are taught 
by members of the Queens faculty, and well quali- 
fied instructors in various fields have been engaged 
to direct several of the specialized courses. 


A wide diversity is offered in the college credit 
courses: art, Bible, business administration, Eng- 
lish composition, economics, history, literature, 
mathematics, music, nursing education, psychology, 
sociology, Spanish, and speech. Special or non-credit 
courses include a clinic in supervision for personnel 
workers in business and industry, a course in Great 
Books, and courses in communications, human rela- 
tions, and management of men. The last three are 
units in a program of supervisor development. 


Administrators of Queens College believe that 
the evening program for adults is filling a need in 
the community and providing an opportunity for 
additional study to persons who are now employed 
during the day but wish to continue their college 
education. 


Bayside Presbyterian Church 
October 25, 1953. 


The Bavside Presbyterian Church, adjacent to 
Camp Bradford, in Princess Anne County, Virginia, 
was organized with seventy four charter members 
on Sunday, October 25th, 1953. The building in- 
cluding a recently constructed educational section 
with ample space was dedicated at the same ser- 
vice. Ruling Elder Charter Wells presented offer- 
ing plates, a gift of the mother church. This work 
was started in 1948 by the East Ocean View Church 
under the leadership of Rev. J. Gordon Riggan and 
continued under the leadership of Rev. R. Allen 
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Brown until it was taken over by the Home Mission 
section of the Committee of Church Extension un- 
der the leadership of Rev. S. K. Emurian, evangel- 
ist. It was noted that this brings the roll of churches 
of Norfolk Presbytery to fifty. “The Commission 
consisted of Rev. Donald E. Neel, who presided 
and conducted the organization; Rev. Charles J. 
Hollandsworth, who preached; Rev. Jason L. Mac- 
Millan, D.D.; Rev. R. Allen Brown; Rev. W. W. 
Grover and Ruling Elders N. B. Etheridge, R. O. 
Tate and J. Leslie Gale. Mr. Emurian, who has 
been instrumental in the organization of several 
churches in the presbytery is expected to continue to 
supply this new church until a pastor is secured 
for this promising field. 


A Wide-Awake Florida 
Church 


Crestview, Fla.—The First Presbyterian Church 
has just been blessed with a revival meeting led by 
Rev. Ned Iverson of Augusta, Ga. He was assisted 
in the meetings by Rev. J. W. Blouin of Pensacola, 
Fla., and his musical family. All five of his children 
sing. One plays the vibra harp. Great crowds came 
to hear the solos, duets, trios and the vibra harp. 
Rev. Iverson spoke in four schools reaching 2,100 
youths. 


The Pastor, Rev. James Milton McKnight is a 
great youth pastor, having carried on for seven 
vears a youth center on Friday nights. Close to 
70,000 bovs and girls have passed through, an aver- 
age of 200 per week. 


They have one of the largest youth fellowships 
on Sunday night that they have had in the,history 
of the Church. They have a Youth Church on Sun- 
day night, in which seven young people enter the 
pulpit, preside, read the scriptures, lead in the re- 
sponsive reading and do everything but the sermon. 


The Church has operated its own Youth Retreats 


each summer for the Juniors, Pioneers and Senior 


Hi, in addition to the large delegations they have 
sent to the Presbyterian Summer Conferences. 


The Pastor has stressed tithing and the Church 
has raised its budget from $3,000 00 a vear to $15,- 
000.00 a year, and raised over $100,000 in seven 
years. Each year for the past several years, the 
Church has received a letter from the Board of 
World Missions, commending them for the _ in- 
crease in their giving to foreign missions. 


The Pastor of the Church is driving a four-door 
Pontiac that the officers of the Church presented to 
him. This is the second car they have given him 
during his stay here. At Christmas, they presented 
him with a scroll signed by almost every person in 
the Church expressing their appreciation of the 
work he has done. 
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His Church won the $500.00 cash award as “Th: 
Church of the Year in Florida,” in the Emory Uni- 
versity contest of 1,400 churches of all denomina- 
tions; then, he was selected as the Pastor of th 
Year in Florida by the Progressive Farmer, anc 
Emory University, and given a plaque for it. 


This year, a great forward step was taken whet. 
the Church sanctuary was air conditioned. Th« 
church has many tithe accounts at the local bank 
where members deposit one tenth of what they earn 
in a separate account. Pastor carried on a radio 
broadcast each Friday morning for the past seven 
years. 


This year, the Sunday school put on the first 
gudio visual teacher training school, in eight lessons. 
Over 250 have joined the church under the leader- 
ship of its pastor. The pastor makes about 1,200 
visits per year, and has an absentee system whereby 
he checks the attendance of each member of the 
church every Sunday and sends cards when they are 
absent. The Church is looking forward to a great 
year. 


The Mirror - An Honest Friend 
By William Crowe 


“For I say, through the grace given unto me, to 
every man that is among you, not to think of him- 
self more highly than he ought to think.’’ Romans 
12:3. 


If ever a bit of homely advice was of supreme im- 
portance, here it is. From the beginning of the Bible 
to the very end we find warnings against the fatal 
results of self-deceit. 


The mirror never flatters. It tells the exact 
truth. If we discard its report, trouble invariably 
follows. For example, it is not difficult for one to 
imagine that Eve might have leaned over a placid 
pool in the Garden of Eden and concluded by the 
reflection therein that she was much more of a per- 
son than she really was, and thereby, at the prompt- 
ing of Satan, asserted her importance as superior 
to that or her Creator. Thence came the race-wide 
disaster which accounts for all human failures 
down to our own day. That Garden scene was evi- 
dently not far from the mind of a later sage when 
he wrote, “Pride goeth before destruction and a 
haughty spirit before a fall.” 


What does one see when she (or he!) stands 
before a looking-glass? A very ordinary person, just 


like millions of others of her (or his!) generation. 


And yet—and yet—how easy it is to persuade one’s 
self that the mirror does not do justice to the sub- 
ject. There is where pride takes the reins and drives 
one to ruin. 


Analyze the idea and we have: 


1. The silliness of over-emphasizing ancestry. 
Sir Thomas Overby once remarked that the man 
who has nothing to boast of but his ancestors is like 
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 potato—the only good belonging to him is under 
the ground, 


2. The silliness of intellectual superiority. A 
highbrow is said to be a person who is educated 
above his intelligence and tells you things you al- 
really know in language that you cannot under- 
stand. 


3. The silliness of determining personal influence 
by material wealth. The only difference between 


the rich young ruler and the prodigal son is a few 


slumps in the stock market. 


And so we might proceed to further analysis. 
This is sufficient. The only estimate of human life 
worth a farthing is that based on one’s Christian 
character, the very heart of which is tacitly declared 
in the advice heading this homily, “I say to every 
man not to think of himself more highly than he 
ought to think.” 

—From ‘‘Under The Study Lamp.” 


“The Book Of Hope” 


“The Book of Hope” is the theme that has been 
chosen by the American Bible Society for this year’s 
program of Worldwide Bible Reading from Thanks- 
giving to Christmas. This will be the tenth observ- 
ance of the reading program. 


Universal Bible Sunday, which is the high point 
of the program, will be generally observed on the 
second Sunday in December, December 13. Dr. 
Billy Graham has written the brochure which, to- 
gether with other materials especially prepared for 
the help of ministers in celebrating this program, 
will be distributed to at least 167,000 pastors 
throughout the United States. This group repre- 
sents 61 communions. 


Thirty one-minute films are being produced by 
the American Bible Society for use on TV over 
the Worldwide Bible Reading period, Thanksgiving 
to Christmas. Each will have a Scripture selection 
chosen from the reading for the day, suggested by 
the Bible Society, as well as an announcement about 
the Bible Reading program. You may secure the 
1954 daily Scripture reading list from the American 
Bible Society, 85 Walton Street, Atlanta, Georgia. 


FRoM STRENGTH To STRENGTH 
A Minute 


Two or three minutes — two or three hours — 
What do they mean in this life of ours? 

Not very much if but counted as time, 

But minutes of gold and hours sublime 

If we will use them once in a while 

To make someone happy, someone smile. 


A minute may dry a little lad’s tears; 

An hour sweep aside the troubles of years. 

Minutes of my time may bring to an end 

Hopelessness, somewhere, and give me a friend! 
—Author Unknown. 
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Our U.S.A. At Its Worst 


I thought of our Indian Migrants when I read 
n ‘‘Western Harvest’ recently that a Korean visi- 
tor said as he visited migrant camps not once but 
several times, “that he had seen conditions here in 
the U.S.A. as bad if not worse than the conditions 
existing in Korean refugee camps.”’ 

This is a fact hard to forget. It would make an 
interesting story if a church paper reporter who 
had the confidence of our Indians could find out 
what goes through the mind of the native American 
who finds himself and his family in such a situa- 
tion. 

Amazing Forgiveness 


But the strange thing to me is that after nearly 
30 years with our Indian brethren I have scarcely 
ever heard them criticize us for anything except 
our slowness in giving the Gospel story of the great 
love of Christ to them. 

They can forgive us for anything but that. They 
look at it in much the same way as an African in 
London for the first time. Gazing at a cathedral’s 
corner stone he asked a passerby what A. D. 1539 
stood for. When told it was the date the stone was 
laid, he said in amazement, “Do you really mean 
you people have had the Gospel since the 1500’s 
and you are just now giving it to us?” 

The man hung his head in very real and under- 
standable shame. A full blood Indian wrote that 
they did not need our food or old clothes as much 


~ as they needed the Gospel. 


—From Indian Highways. 


FrRoM STRENGTH To STRENGTH 


Realization 


Let me walk with the morning in a new sense of 
goodness. Let me feel the exultant well-being of 
all a new day can give. May my heart be opened 
wide to all beauty and wisdom. May I be a chalice, 
gathering the good from each moment of the day, 
from each day of the year. 


Let me live this day as if it were the only one of 
its kind. May it hold for me, and for all those 
whose lives touch mine, a special dream of magnifi- 
cence — a realization of something perfected in the 
grandeur of brotherhood and love. 

—-'rom THE UPLIFT. 
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Man Of Faith 


Excerpts from an article recently appearing in 
The Christian Herald reporting an inter- 
view with President Eisenhower. 


By Clarence W. Hall 


In the upper left-hand drawer of his White 
House desk President Eisenhower keeps a well- 
thumbed Bible to which he turns at odd moments 
during his crowded day. It is the same King James 
Version upon whose pages his hand rested when he 
took the presidential oath of office. And in that 
Bible, unless it has been erased since I saw him 
draw it there, is a penciled underscore beneath the 
first four words of Genesis: “In the beginning, 


That underscore tells volumes about Ike’s deep 
personal faith. It illuminates his action, early in In- 
auguration Day, in taking himself to a private pre- 
inaugural service of devotion and dedication. 


It explains why he turned his inaugural platform 
into an altar of worship by addressing his first 
words, not to the nation, but to God. It tells why, 
ten days later, he joined a church formally for the 
first time in his life. It interprets his directive that 
every meeting of his Cabinet be opened with prayer. 


By such forthright declarations of his dependence 
upon God, Dwight D. Eisenhower has laid stress 
upon America’s religious heritage in a manner un- 
matched by any White House occupant since Wash- 
ington and Lincoln. 


He talked pridefully of his parents’ strong faith. 
He could remember, as though it were yesterday, 
the daily family worship, the big Book in his fath- 
er’s hand. His father had a way of stopping in his 
reading to dwell upon a text with special import 
for six sons being readied to face life and its com- 
plexities. One stopper was: “The fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of wisdom.”’ Another: “He that 
ruleth his spirit is better than he that taketh a city.” 
The men and women of the Bible, their sayings and 
doings, were as familiar to him as his farmer-neigh- 
bors and their small talk about crops, politics, the 


weather. Of the Old-Testament characters Ike’s. 


own favorites were Joshua and Daniel. 


On Sunday afternoons, when devout neighbors 
came to call, there would be more Bible reading, 
with plenty of religious discussion and hymn-sing- 


ing. 


Eisenhower said: “Let me tell you a story out of 


our early history.” 


It happened at the Constitutional Convention of 
1787. Benjamin Frankiln arose. “Mr. Washing- 
ton,” he said, ‘“‘We have been assured, Sir, in the 
Sacred Writings that ‘except the Lord build the 
house, they labor in vain that build it.’ I firmly be- 
lieve this, and therefore beg your leave to move that 
hereafter prayers be held in this assembly every 
morning before we proceed to business.”’ The motion 
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was unanimously approved and voted. 

Dwight Eisenhower looked at me and said quiet. 
ly: “To me it is immensely significant that from 
that moment many of the difficulties faded away. 
and the Convention rapidly moved toward the com- 
pletion of that great achievement, the writing ot 
our Constitution.” 


He paused again, then said: “I like that Bible. 
verse Franklin quoted. I think, if I am elected, | 
want my hand to rest upon it when I take the oath.” 


—From Bible Society RECORD. 


“The U pward Call” 


THe Upwarp CALt is a Daily Devotional Study 
of Philippians. 


The idea for the book came from a group study- 
ing the question of how to make the Bible come 
alive. They decided that a book was needed that 
would explain what Bible passages meant when 
they were written, that would relate each passage 
to the rest of the Bible’s teachings, that would show 
what each passage means for today. 


THE Upwarp CALL presents a one-pagé dev 


reading in another New Testament book, a brief 
meditation, and closes with a free verse prayer. In 
this way the book gives both personal devotional 
material and Biblical information. The scripture 
readings are from the Revised Standard Version of 


the Bible. 


Of THe Upwarp CALt, the author Dr. Henry 
David Gray says, “I have tried to translate Paul’s 
message to the Philippians into Paul’s message to 
the Americans, English, Scots, Canadians, Bermu- 
dians, French, or Irish.” 


The title comes from Paul’s word to the Philip- 
pians, “‘... forgetting what lies behind and strain- 
ing forward to what lies ahead, I press on toward 
the upward call of God in Jesus Christ.” 


BOOKS 


“The Epistle Of Paul To 
The Churches Of Galatia” 


By Herman N. Ridderbos. Wm. B. Eerdmans 
Publishing Company, Grand Rapids, Michigan. 
Price $3.50. 


The New International Commentary on the New 
Testament has begun to take a worthy place on the 
shelves of discerning Christian readers. This is the 
third of the great new seventeen-volume Commen- 
tary. The author of this volume has distinguished 
himself on the Continent for his brilliant work in 
the field of New Testament study. He has served 
as a pastor and also occupied the chair of New 
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Testament at the Kampen Theological Seminary. 
As a result of his experiencee in the pastorate and 
as a teacher his presentation is well balanced be- 
-ween the academic and the practical aspects of New 
Testament interpretation. 


In the Introduction to this volume Dr. N. B. 
Stonehouse, the general editor, observes, ““There is 
perhaps no part of the New Testament and certain- 
ly no epistle of Paul which offers a greater challenge 
to the modern expositor than the Epistle to the 
Galatians and by the same token, no work of inter- 
pretation, if it is really well done, can make a 
greater contribution to the understanding of the 
message of the New Testament than one devoted to 
this extraordinary epistle. It is doubtful whether 
any letter has stirred up more controversy and at 
the same time has affected more decisively the esti- 
mate that men have formed of the Christianity of 
the New Testament. However, this explosive and 
fiery communication must have overwhelmed its 
first readers and have removed any doubt as to 
Paul’s understanding of the gospel and its practical 
implications for the issues that had arisen among 
them! And because it is concerned with some of 
the most profound questions of human existence and 
destiny, it has been recognized as possessing extra- 
ordinary contemporaneity and dynamic force in our 
own modern times in spite of the distinctiveness of 
the situation addressed and the particularity of 
many details of its contents. . . During the past cen- 
tury no writing of Paul has been more of a battle- 
ground in the debate concerning.the meaning of 
Paul and the precise place he occupied in early 
Christianity.” 


Dr. Ridderbos holds to the traditional view that 
Paul, in this letter to the Galatians, is combatting 
a Judaistic Christianity which had infiltrated the 
churches of Galatia from without in an attempt to 
cut off the effect of Paul’s work and supplant it by 
Judaizing the interpretation of Christianity. The 
author writes, ‘Such being the state of affairs and 
the report of it having come to Paul’s attention, he 
had no choice but to intervene. He does so in a 
singularly, passionate way so that the letter to the 
Galatians more than any other of the Apostle’s ex- 
tant writings gives us some idea of his fiery tempera- 
ment. However, it gives us an insight also into the 
serious threat which this heresy spelled for the pur- 
ity of the gospel and the welfare of the church. 


According to Ridderbos this Galatian Epistle is 
divided into three major parts. Part One discusses 
Paul’s defense of his apostolic qualifications. (1 :10- 
2:21). In this section Paul defended his apostolic 
authority against the attacks directed upon it. The 
second part features “the gospel of justification by 
faith alone, maintained over against the Judaizer’s 
challenge.” (3:1-5:12). Part Three has as its 
theme, ‘““The new life through the Holy Spirit.” 
(5:13-6:10). This section comes to the religio- 
ethical application which so often constitutes the 
conclusion of his letters. The ethical is not an in- 
dependent thing and does not depend upon human 
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freedom but is in its entirety determined by the 
Soteriological and Christological main content of 
the letter. In circles where expository preaching is 
regarded as indispensable and not just merely one 
type of preaching among many, this volume will be 
of tremendous value. This work represents Biblical 
scholarship at its best. At the very points where the 
minister needs the most help in his understanding 
of this letter, this Commentary will offer light. 
—John R. Richardson. 


“The Christian Worker’ s 


Handbook” 
By William Goulooze. Baker Book House, Grand 
Rapids 6, Mich. Price $2.00. 


This is a unique piece of work. It is written for 
the benefit of the pastor, the parent, the lay church 
officer and the soul winner. It is designed to show 
how to meet all sorts of human needs today. Dr. 
Andrew W. Blackwood introduces this volume by 
saying, “Dr. Goulooze has done well what he has at- 
tempted. May this new book enable many a reader 
to find in the Scriptures the best ways of rendering 
Christian service in the home community all for the 
glory of God through the guidance of the Holy 
Spirit.” 


“On Eagle Wings” 


By George W. Truett. Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub- 
lishing Company, Grand Rapids, Mich. Price $2.50. 


The fourteen sermons selected by Editor Powha- 
tan W. James for the seventh volume in the Truett 
Memorial Series constitute the second volume to 
deal exclusively with Old Testament texts. Unlike. 
many Baptists, Dr. Truett preached almost as fre- 
quently from the Old Testament as he did from the 
New Testament. The sermons in this present volume 
cover a wide range of themes pertinent to present- 
day affairs and rewardingly reveal the inspirational 


qualities that have made Truett’s messages remem- 


bered and treasured by many readers. 


“Tensions And Destiny” 


By John Malcus Ellison. John Knox Press, Rich- 
mond, Va. Price $2.00. 


The author of this book is president of Virginia 
Union University and is accustomed to giving coun- 
sel to young people in positive Christian living. As 
a Negro minister and educator, he has had an op- 
porunity to gain insight in the causes and results of 
tensions. This book is shaped from his own experi- 
ence. He believes that positive Christian living can 
ease tension whether great or small. He shows the 
need of believing that the vita! link between man 


and God is Christ Jesus, the God-man. 


Since this book deals with certain controversial 
questions, there will not be agreement on all points, 
but it will prove to be stimulating to any reader 
who is interested in the dissolution of/the hurtful 
tensions of life. 
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